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LEAD 138, COMMUNITY SERVICE-LEARNING: “AN AMERICAN ETHIC”

INSTRUCTOR:



                    Donna Rice, PhD 

                                                                                            Raymond Striler, EdD

Email: (click on web link)                              http://www.leadershipcredit.net/contact.php 
Phone:                                                             http://www.leadershipcredit.net/contact.php
Address:




                   208 Edgemont Boulevard







                   Alamosa, CO   81101

COURSE CREDIT:




2 undergraduate credits 

DATES, TIMES, NUMBER OF SESSIONS:
Leadership Training for high school

                                                                                    students (30 or more – 50 minute (plus)      

                                                                                    sessions between 16 Jan – 15 May, 

                                                                                    20 May – 31 July, or 15 August – 20 Dec;

                                                                                    annually at approximately 6,000 locations)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course incorporates classroom instruction presenting the concepts of community service-learning and civic/ethics education.  The student initiates a proposal for a service-learning project, and participates in approximately 30+hours of inquiry and execution of a service-learning project in the student’s local community.  Through the class the student examines what concepts are involved in community service-learning project, the intricacies of civic dilemmas or problems, and the collaborative and problem-based nature of examining these questions. The student is taught how to make their goals clear, how to understand the local conditions involved in his project, and how necessary motivation and practice are to his/her individual or team service-learning project.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course, students will 

· Be able to define and discuss the intricacies of what community service-learning is.
· Discuss and express the purpose and goals of their service learning experience.

· Discuss what skills or knowledge they, the student, might need for the particular service experience. 

· Answer what are some ways this service experience will help them become a positive influence on others.

· Present the community service-learning concept to their peers and younger siblings in a manner that they can understand and execute a project consistent with their abilities.

· Present the need for their particular service learning education project and what the need fulfills.

· Present their community service-learning project to their sponsoring organization in an oral presentation and a written proposal.
· Answer what are some ways this service experience will help them become a positive influence on others.
· Participate in introductory community service-learning workshops with their peer group/class.
· Analyze issues they might face, and how to deal with them in a positive way. 

· Develop observation skills.
· Take back to the classroom a variety of strategies, tactics and tools to change the traditional classroom into one of dynamic learning.

· Create a community service-learning project atmosphere and culture, which values diversity and a positive climate to tap the individual talents of each participant.
· Acquire student assessment skills during the analysis phase of their project.

· Explore applications or future use of ideas and knowledge they acquire from the service learning education project.

· Develop closure techniques to their experience.

· Develop a set of project conclusions…goals, affect and lessons learned.

· Provide a list of recommendations for future efforts in their project topic.

TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:

           Wade, Rahima C.  Community Service-Learning: A Guide to Including Service in the Public

School Curriculum.   State University of New York Press, 1997.  ISBN-10: 0791431843 

OPTIONAL READING:

     Colby, Anne; Ehrlich, Thomas; Beaumont, Elizabeth, and Stephens, Jason.  Educating Citizens: Preparing America’s Undergraduates for Lives of Moral and Civic Responsibility (The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching).   San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2003.    

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· Class participation in instruction of concepts involved in service-learning and ethics education in a democratic society.

· Successful completion of course final exam.

· Detailed proposal for service-learning project in local community.
· Three-page paper reflection paper on results of student’s community service-learning project, ‘expectations versus outcomes’.
· Documented and mentor approved fifteen hours of involvement in service learning project.
GRADE DISTRIBUTION AND SCALE:

Class participation will be evaluated through the production of each student’s prepared personal reflections journal, student classroom produced learning tools, and by instructor observed participation in community service-learning project and post-project reflection paper.

Two Credits:

Post-project Reflection Paper: 30%




Course Participation: 30%




Community Service-Learning Project: 40%

Grade Distribution:     93-100%   A




85-92%      B



78-84%      C




70-77%      D




69 and below    F
Lead 138 (Community Service-Learning: “An American Ethic”- v2)
RTG & Associates, Inc.
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