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Course Description: 

This course is designed to prepare participants on how improving student achievement by using research based instructional strategies, carry out student centered learning, apply learning profiles preferences in differentiating instruction, develop and implement facilitation skills, write four-phase lesson plans and acquire communication strategies and tools to optimize learning. This course will also explore how multiple intelligences and learning styles can affect curriculum development and learning.  

Course Objectives: 
Students will . . .

1. Recognize and state the nine essential instructional strategies as presented by Marzano et. al. (2001)

2. Illustrate the application of these strategies in the classroom for teaching students

3. Explain the concept of size effect as it relates to research specifically as described in Marzano et. al. (2001)

4. Explore learning styles
5. Plan building a learning community
6. Recognize the diversity of learners
7. Distinguish the characteristics of multiple intelligence theory
8. Identify and explore the significance of brain structures and functions in relation to learning
9. Acquire facilitation skills

10. Implement student centered learning

11. Prepare four-phase lesson plans

12. Acquire and demonstrate coaching and mediation skills

13. Practice active listener

TEXTS, READINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:

Required Texts: Quantum Learning CD-ROM, Brain Compatible Learning © DVD-ROM, Classroom Instruction that Works, Marzano, R.J., Pickering, D.J., Pollock, J.E, 2001, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Course Requirements:

In each lesson in this course, you will be required to complete an assignment in the CD-ROM and DVD-ROM you received. 

Before proceeding to each lesson, you will be required to answer review questions online relating to your assignment. Upon successful completion of each review, you will then be able to complete the corresponding lesson. 

If you do not pass the review questions, your status will be Incomplete until you successfully retake the review.

Each lesson will be tracked online for completion so that you may complete one lesson at a time. To get credit for completing each lesson, please remember to click the Exit Lesson button on each Summary page.

Lesson Topics

Welcome - The Welcome section provides instructions on how to use this course, materials needed for this course, and a bibliography of references used in developing this course.  

Lesson 1 - Improving Student Achievement - This lesson will enable you to understand school improvement initiatives and how to tap into and use Marzano’s factors and resources effectively.  
Objectives:

· Identify resource materials that explain school improvement initiatives
· Identify Marzano's 11 factors at the school, teacher and student levels

· Identify Marzano's 12th factor

· Explain various methods to implement Marzano’s resources most effectively
Reading Assignment:

-  There is no preparation needed for lesson 1.

Please proceed to the Lesson 1 Assignment Review Questions.

-  You must answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson.

Lesson 2 - Student Centered Learning - This lesson will enable you to understand what is the focus of the course and why to focus on cadets. It also will enable you to understand student centered learning, active learning and the eight main intelligences.  
Objectives:

· Explain the Student Centered Learning approach to academic instruction

· Identify the dominant learning styles

· Explain Active Learning 

· Identify the eight main intelligences, including: 

· Bodily Kinesthetic 

· Intrapersonal 

· Interpersonal 

· Linguistic 

· Logical 

· Musical 

· Spatial 

· Naturalist

· Explain how to incorporate the 5 Secrets of Learning, including:

· Explore Your Learning Style

· Building a Learning Community

· Discover the Diversity of Learners

· Develop Multiple Intelligences

· Brain Structures and Functions
Reading Assignment:

Please start by viewing the following sections on the Quantum Learning CD-ROM:  

Secrets of Learning Revealed –

Lesson 1 Secrets of Learning Introduction

Lesson 2 Explore Your Styles

Lesson 3 Presenting Brain Structures and Functions

Lesson 4 Develop the Multiple Intelligences

-  Return to Lesson 2 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 3 - Learning Profiles Preferences - This lesson will enable you to understand the ways in which learners are different.  
Objectives:

· Explain the ways that learners are different, considering the following factors: 

· Diversity of Learners

· Types of Learners

· Learning Styles

· Emotional Intelligence

Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Quantum Learning CD-ROM:  

Secrets of Learning Revealed –

Lesson 5 Discover the Diversity of Learning

-  Return to Lesson 3 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 4 - Facilitation Skills - This lesson will enable you to understand the characteristics and guidelines for a great facilitator, active listening, group dynamics, roles and debates, collaboration among cadets and brainstorming.  
Objectives:

· Identify the methods used to facilitate learning in a classroom environment, including:

· Characteristics and guidelines for a great facilitator

· Active listening

· Group dynamics

· Group roles

· Collaboration among cadets

· Brainstorming 

· Group experience for cadets

· Group debates for cadets
Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:  

Teacher as Facilitator

Group Learning

-  Return to Lesson 4 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 5 - 4-Phase Lesson Plan Design - This lesson will enable you to identify the various sections, steps and phases of the four-phase lesson plan. It will also enable you to understand the purpose, benefits as well as the teacher’s role of each of the four phases.   
Objectives:

· Explain the purpose and examples of commonly used energizers

· Define the structure of the four-phase lesson plan, including:

· Inquire

· Gather

· Process

· Apply

· Explain how to implement the instructional strategies covered in each of the four phases

· Identify the Lesson Plan Terms commonly utilized in the creation of lesson plans
Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:  

Inquire Phase

Gather Phase

Process Phase

Apply Phase

-  Return to Lesson 5 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 6 - Communication - This lesson will enable you to understand the importance of questions and of prompt and helpful feedback. It will also enable you to identify challenges in the classroom.  
Objectives:

· Identify question types that address different levels of knowledge mastery, including Knowledge and Comprehension

· Explain types of questions to implement as well as types of questions to avoid

· Identify methods of incorporating effective feedback

· Identify the behaviors of challenging learning types in the classroom, including

· The Arguer

· The Over-talkative Cadet 

· The Silent One

· The Grade Grumbler

· Identify possible methods used to address each challenging behavior successfully
Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:  

The Watch and Learn Activities in the Inquire, Gather, Process and Apply Phases.

-  Return to Lesson 6 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson

Lesson 7 - Strategies and Tools - This lesson will enable you to create an effective learning environment and to present new strategies and tools to help promote learning.  
Objectives:

· Create an effective learning environment, using: 

· Balance of responsibilities 

· Heart-to-heart talks 

· Stress reduction 

· Ergonomics 

· Class climate and culture 

· Basic classroom techniques 

· Present new strategies and tools to help promote learning, including: 

· Essential tools 

· Emotional strategies 

· Activating tactics 

· Tools for teaching 

Reading Assignment:

-  Please start by viewing the following sections on the Brain Compatible Learning DVD-ROM:

Instructional Strategies

-  Return to Lesson 7 and answer the review questions before proceeding to the remainder of the lesson.

Course Culminating Activity – Writing assignment to provide a comprehensive summary of the course.  (Read attached writing assignment.)

Objectives:

- Reflect knowledge from course lessons

- Demonstrate implementation and application to classroom and program

- Demonstrate writing skills and use of APA format

Submit Paper: 

To Dr. Elden Daniel, Instructor of Record

Student Writing Assignment:

Please respond to the following questions/statements in one paper.  Please be thorough in your discussion.  Each part should contain an introduction, main body and a conclusion/summary. Be sure to include a title page, number pages and include course title. Writing tip: Be sure to use spell check and grammar check, and have someone proofread your paper before you submit it. (Your paper’s combined responses should be between a minimum of eight to ten pages in length.) Many students find that they need to write more pages to thoroughly cover the content of the writing assignment. That is okay! 

Part 1.  Using the text, CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION THAT WORKS (Marzano, Pickering and Pollock, 2001): (1) Explain the research rationale of effect size upon which Marzano’s Nine Essential Instructional Strategies are based (Chapter 1) and (2) identify, explain and give examples of each of the Nine Essential Instructional Strategies (Chapters 2-10)  (4-5 pages)

Part 2.  In the Quantum Learning DVD, five Secrets of Learning are revealed: (1) Explore Your Learning Style, (2) Building a Learning Community, (3) Discover the Diversity of Learners, (4) Develop Multiple Intelligence, (5) Brain Structures and Functions. Choose two of the areas and explain how the innovative concepts, methods and tools have helped to shape and improve your instruction. (2-3 pages)

Part 3.  Traditionally, teachers were expected to lecture students and inundate them with information. To create a brain-compatible learning classroom, instructors must move away these traditional methods and develop skills as facilitators, coaches, mediators, and active listeners as described in the Brain Compatible Learning DVD.   Choose two of these skill areas and explain how you have implemented them in the classroom; and, how student learning has changed as a result. (2-3 pages)

Part 4.  In your view what are the most significant contributions your subject area of expertise makes to your school mission? (Why? How?) How can the use of innovative teaching methods within your classroom add to these contributions? (1-2 pages)

Return your student assignment and a copy of your online completion certificate by email to:

Email submission:




drdaniel@wildblue.net
Dr. Elden Daniel                                                  
Telephone: 719-852-2158

Students have one full semester to complete the written assignment.  All papers should be in APA format.  You may learn more about APA style online at apastyle.org or in any grammar handbook, such as: Diana Hacker's "Rules for Writers."

Course Grading: 

Grading will be on an A – F scale based on the thoroughness and quality of the writing assignment.
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