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ID 179:  COLLEGE OPTIONS   
INSTRUCTOR:



                    Donna Rice, PhD 

                                                                                            Raymond Striler, EdD

Email: (click on web link)                              http://www.leadershipcredit.net/contact.php 
Phone:                                                             http://www.leadershipcredit.net/contact.php
Address:




                   208 Edgemont Boulevard







                   Alamosa, CO   81101

COURSE CREDIT:




1 or 3 undergraduate credits
DATES, TIMES, NUMBER OF SESSIONS:
Individual correspondence (15 - 45

                                                                                    hours, individually paced.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  COLLEGE OPTIONS:  This course imparts a thorough knowledge of college admissions and financial planning process, plus provides tools for successfully accomplishing that task.  It covers fundamentals of a successful scholarship research effort, admissions procedures, essay writing skills; plus important collegiate academia, as well as day to day survival skills.  The student is exposed to detailed reverse planning skills for achieving critical academic and personal objectives in a time constrained environment.  The program provides each participant a thorough understanding of the college admissions process, real world costs, unique financial aid packaging systems colleges employ, and the Federal financial aid process.  Finally, extensive tools for improving testing skills that include SAT and ACT practice tests, plus regular classroom tests are an integral part of key sections.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

L.O. 1   Understand and work with the college selection and admissions process, in order to

              reach the full breath of their personal higher education objectives and enhance their

              life-long learning skills.

L.O. 2   Learn and demonstrate key interview strategies and essay writing skills.
L.O. 3   Learn how colleges and universities organize, package and disburse financial aid

             awards.

L.O. 4   Learn how scholarships are funded, how to successfully apply for, and the appropriate

             steps in securing scholarships from non-institutional resources.

L.O. 5   Learn how to creatively resource their educational requirements from alternative

             agencies/organizations, or through non-traditional education programs.
L.O. 6   Learn techniques for effective pre-college planning, and how to organize

             personal portfolios that garner attention and recognition.
L.O. 7  Recognize and maximize pre- and post-government service opportunities in solving

             college resourcing issues, to include accreditation of personal or civic experiences.

L.O. 8
The student will understand and implement a personal action plan, effectively demonstrating time management skills for the college admission process.

L.O. 9  The student will recognize scholarship and educational programs available from varied

             governmental and personal interest resources as alternative avenues to their personal

             objectives.
L.O.10 The student will be able to understand the concept of college credit for non-traditional

             education experiences.
L.O. 11 The student will be able to navigate the collegiate sports recruiting process.

L.O. 12 The student will understand and improve their personal performance in areas identified

              as weaknesses on SAT/ACT practice tests.
L.O. 13 The student, through computer gaming, will improve general test-taking skills in all
              areas of  the SAT/ACT.
L.O. 14 Learn how to achieve success in a collegiate academic environment and be
             fully engaged in developing their own ‘rucksack’ of student life survival skills.
TEXTS, READINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:

Wilfong, Terry   College Options Foundation: TOTAL COLLEGE SOLUTIONS DVD, 
                           Peachtree, Georgia, CollegeOptionsFoundation.net, 2010.
                            THE ‘YOU CAN’ GUIDE TO PAYING FOR YOUR COLLEGE 

                            EDUCATION, United States Government Printing, Army National Guard,

                            Second Revised Printing, 2004/2005.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

One Credit:  Students are required to view and study the following sections of the TOTAL COLLEGE SOLUTIONS DVD:

1.  Choosing the Right College

2. Key Interview and Essay Skills

3. College Financial Aid and Financing, and
4. Scholarships 

At the conclusion of this self-paced instruction, each student is expected to brief their parents on the content material; and then, prepare a two-page typewritten emailed analysis (with separate cover sheet) of these four sections viability and impact on their individual college 
preparatory efforts..  The analysis can be a comparison and contrast of other similar materials, or provide a substantiated critique of the strength and weaknesses of each section.  This APA formatted paper will be emailed to drdonnausa@gmail.com, Dr. Donna Rice, your instructor of record, with ‘Courtesy Copy’ to the President of the College Options Foundation, Mr Terry Wilfong, twilfong@collegeoptions.net. 
Three Credits:  Students will complete all requirements for the one credit option, plus view, study, and then complete as individually required the following additional sections:
5. Student Planning Guide.  

6. Military College Funding Programs

7. College Options Section

8. Complete at least one of the SAT/ACT Testing Section self-examinations
9. Understand Athletic Recruiting, and
10. Complete the ZERO HOUR THREAT SAT/ACT action experience, providing math and vocabulary skills for test-taking improvement.
Students will provide the instructor of record, Dr. Donna Rice, the analysis paper required in the one credit section above, and increase its total number of pages from two to six, adding focus for the subsequent six sections.  Additionally, each student will submit the following documents as an emailed attachment to their documented analytical review:

a. Their own, individually prepared, personal real world monthly student educational planning guide for the next 24 calendar months, in line with the guidance provided in the Student Planning Guide section; and,

b. A sample of their first institution required personal application essay.

GRADE DISTRIBUTION AND SCALE:  

Summary of points:
One credit: 

Essay                                                                  100%

Three credits:

Essay Analysis                                                   50%

Individual Student Planning Document             25%

College Essay                                                     25%


Grade distribution


     93-100%

A


     85-92%

B

    78-84%

C


    70-77%

D


    69 and below
F
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