LEAD 124: SERVICE LEARNING EDUCATION PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHARACTER EDUCATION CLASSES:

The National Junior Achievement Organization has a tremendous service learning education opportunity for students enrolled in Personal Management, Character Education, and Citizenship.  It consists of a 2-3 hour training class in your high school or at a close by community facility, and a subsequent five to ten hour program where you present a JA prepared packet of information to grade-schoolers or junior high students.  The presentation is pre-packaged to keep your preparatory time to an absolute minimum.     Visit JA’s website, www.ja.org, or contact your local JA office to learn more about Junior Achievement’s programs in our nation’s elementary and junior high schools. 

Other Community Service Learning Education project ideas are listed below.  You and your high school instructor/mentor can select the one best suited for you.  You can even come up with a project that takes more than a single individual.  Team projects are authorized, providing each team member spends at least ten hours doing the work and subsequently write their own individual papers, as outlined in paragraph five of the student packet.

Possible Service Learning Education Projects related to CHARACTER EDUCATION:  

1. Use the card sort with peers, teachers, parents, family members or PTA.

2. Have the students compare and list the spending habits of the four colors.

3. Plan and conduct a school-wide better communication day between students and staff.

4. Create posters of behavioral strengths illustrating positive behaviors.

5. Have the students wear the colored dots out of class as a point of explanation and conversation.

6. Have Planner or Builder or Relater or Adventurer days when these behaviors are practiced.

7. Develop a Winning Colors game such as competitions in guessing how others sort the cards.

8. Have teams draw up a list of challenges that each of the colors would have in Financial Planning.

9. Have teams draw up a list of community services available and what colors the students would require.

10. Start a Winning Colors Communication Club in the School to help other student communicate better.

11. Create posters for the school illustrating positive behaviors.

12. Create skits representing the four colors and present to other classes, seniors or local clubs.

13. Set up a school mentoring program training the mentor in identifying self and others behaviors.

14. Teen Teaching Teens – Teach Winning Colors to their peers.

15. Write a Communication Column in the school newspaper based on Winning Colors.

16. Research, write and distribute a brochure on “100 ways to better communicate.”

17. If the animal card edition is used have the students pick 4 animals, which represent their colors.

18. Design, produce and distribute a positive behavior for the day calendar.

19. Produce videotape with student’s role-playing the four colors for younger students.

20. Students to create support for a peer mediation group by volunteering card sort

21. Work with Junior Achievement to train volunteers in the Winning Colors communication process.

22. Design, produce and distribute Winning Colors bookmarks.

23. Put on a Financial Planning Fair combined with Winning Colors for peers or community.

24. Design a Winning Colors coloring book.

25. Write four views of the constitution from each of the Winning Colors perspective and publish in the school newspaper.

26. Have a public speaking contest. Train the speakers to use all four Winning Colors vocabulary in their talk.

27. Divide the class so as to represent 4 groups: Planner, Builder, Relater and Adventurer.  Have each group represent a color. On butcher paper have the students in each group respond to “What would it take for the Planner Part of Me (Builder, Relater or Adventurer according to the  group) to make this class (or School) the best possible?”  Repeat a different question to the four groups “What would it take for the Planner Part of Me  (Builder, Relater, Adventurer according to the group) to make this class (or school) the worst possible.  Print or distribute results to other classes, school newspapers, bulletin boards, PTA or school newspaper.
Essay Rubric(Optional for Instructors Use)

Writing Guidelines for Students and Grading Guidelines for Instructors

Service Learning (SL) Education Project
Plan, coordinate, execute, and complete your community service learning education project, complying with your local institution’s standards and guidelines. Submit a no-less-than two hundred and fifty word essay to your community service learning education project mentor titled: “Community Service Learning Education Project: Expectations versus Outcomes”. Your instructor/mentor will provide additional guidance for his/her expectations of the essay’s content.

	Essay

Elements
	1

Not Yet
	3

Almost
	5

Right On

	A. Structure (20 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. 250 word minimum
	
	
	

	
2. Introductory paragraph
	
	
	

	
3. Body of 3-4 paragraphs
	
	
	

	
4. Concluding paragraph
	
	
	

	B. Content (20 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. Goals of the SL project
	
	
	

	
2. Relationship of SL project to the (NEFE, 

             WINNING COLORS, YOU THE PEOPLE)
curriculum
	
	
	

	
3. Personal role and expectations of the SL


project
	
	
	

	
4. Actual outcomes of the SL project


(a) individual learnings and insights


compared to initial goals and expectations;


(b) personal reactions, feelings, growth;


(c) effect on students conducting project;


(d) impact on community or those


benefiting from the SL project;


(e) hopes for future SL projects;


(f) other
	
	
	

	C. Mechanics (20 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. Grammar
	
	
	

	
2. Vocabulary
	
	
	

	
3. Spelling
	
	
	

	
4. Paragraph structure (topic sentence and


supporting sentences)
	
	
	

	D. Creativity (From your project choose and write about at least one no more than two; 10 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. Including visuals (pictures, drawings)
	
	
	

	
2. Using quotes from interviews
	
	
	

	
3. Telling a story or featuring a person
	
	
	

	
4. Writing a poem, rap, song, limerick, etc.
	
	
	


