LEAD 126: SERVICE LEARNING EDUCATION PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CITIZENSHIP (2 credit) CLASS:

The National Junior Achievement Organization has a tremendous service learning education opportunity for students enrolled in Personal Financial Management, Character Education, and Citizenship.  It consists of a 2-4 hour training class in your high school or at a close by community facility, and a subsequent five to ten-hour plus program where you present a JA prepared packet of information to grade-schoolers or junior high students.  The presentation is pre-packaged to keep your preparatory time to an absolute minimum.   Visit JA’s website, www.ja.org, or contact your local JA office to learn more about Junior Achievement’s programs in our nation’s elementary and junior high schools. 

Other Community Service Learning Education project ideas are listed below.  You are not limited to these, as you and your high school instructor/mentor can select any idea associated with the course material best suited for you.  You can even come up with a project that requires more than an individual participant.  Team projects are authorized.  Each team member must spend at least ten hours each contributing to the work, and subsequently write their own individual papers as outlined in paragraph five of the student packet.

Possible Service Learning Education Projects related to Citizenship:
1. Projects with Community Service Groups:  Rotary Clubs, Kiwanis Clubs, Human Needs Centers, YMCA/YWCA Youth and Government Programs, VFW Organizations, Humane Societies, American Civil Liberties Union, Adoption Centers, Special Education Programs, State Highway Patrols, Senior Centers, National Rifle Association, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Students Against Drunk Driving, Boy’s and Girl’s Clubs, Boy and Girl Scouts, Police departments, The NAACP, The League of Women Voters, The Red Cross, The Salvation Army, Local Environmental Groups, Drug Treatment Centers, Special Olympics, Victim Support Groups, Juvenile Correctional Programs, Law Enforcement Training facilities, Fire Protection Districts, School Boards, City Councils, County Government, churches, synagogues, etc.,

2. Work with local and regional newspapers, radio and television stations to conduct public opinion polls and report those results to the community through those media outlets. Work with elected officials at the local, county, state and national level to raise their awareness of the issue(s).

3. Invite public officials to debate their opposing views on the issue(s) at a public forum.  These events could be televised on local cable outlets or broadcast on local or regional radio stations.

4. Work with the school officials and the local police departments to sponsor school debates on various laws and policies that particularly affect student’s lives.

5. Gain permission from administrators at the high school, middle school and elementary schools to show videotapes that have been produces on project(s) being conducted by students.  These can be shown on local access cable TV, presented as assembly or classroom programs in your school and throughout the school system, and to public and private organizations such as those listed in paragraph 1 above.  

6. Invite students from the high school debating team, top students from other government, English or JROTC classes to debate your best students on issue(s).

7. Work with public and private community service organizations to participate in debates held at their clubs, lodges and meeting halls to raise awareness on issues of public policy, which are of special concern to them.  Help, show and train them on how to form You The People groups to better govern themselves and their organizations on an ongoing basis.  

8. Work with media outlets and community service organizations to organize and promote walkathons, bike riding events, skatathons, toy drives, clothing drives, canned food drives to promote public awareness of concerns that need reform.   

9. Work with public and private non-profit organizations to make legislative changes that will help their members or the public at-large.   

10. Try to make needed legislative changes yourselves.  Organize petition drives within your school, school district or political entity.  Organize a constituency and solicit their efforts at making that change/reform.

11.  Organize ballot measures within the community with the help of interested

       community service organizations to modify existing laws or enact new ones for

       positive change.
Essay Rubric

Writing Guidelines for Students and Grading Guidelines for Instructors

Service Learning (SL) Education Project
Plan, coordinate, execute, and complete your community service learning education project, complying with your local institution’s standards and guidelines. Submit a no-less-than two hundred and fifty word essay to your community service learning education project mentor titled: “Community Service Learning Education Project: Expectations versus Outcomes”. Your instructor/mentor will provide additional guidance for his/her expectations of the essay’s content.

	Essay

Elements
	1

Not Yet
	3

Almost
	5

Right On

	A. Structure (20 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. 250 word minimum
	
	
	

	
2. Introductory paragraph
	
	
	

	
3. Body of 3-4 paragraphs
	
	
	

	
4. Concluding paragraph
	
	
	

	B. Content (20 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. Goals of the service learning education

             project
	
	
	

	
2. Relationship of SLEP to the (NEFE,

             WINNING COLORS, YOU THE PEOPLE)

             curriculum
	
	
	

	
3. Personal role and expectations of the SLEP
	
	
	

	
4. Actual outcomes of the SLEP project


(a) individual learnings and insights


compared to initial goals and expectations;


(b) personal reactions, feelings, growth;


(c) effect on students conducting project;


(d) impact on community or those


benefiting from the SLEP project;


(e) hopes for future SLEP projects;


(f) other
	
	
	

	C. Mechanics (20 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. Grammar
	
	
	

	
2. Vocabulary
	
	
	

	
3. Spelling
	
	
	

	
4. Paragraph structure (topic sentence and


supporting sentences)
	
	
	

	D. Creativity (From your project choose and write about at least one no more than two; 10 points possible)
	
	
	

	
1. Including visuals (pictures, drawings)
	
	
	

	
2. Using quotes from interviews
	
	
	

	
3. Telling a story or featuring a person
	
	
	

	
4. Writing a poem, rap, song, limerick, etc.
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